
Check for withdrawal using COWS score

COWS <8

Reassess patient’s symptoms
and COWS score in 2 hr

COWS 8-11

Reassess 30-45 min following previous dose

Initial scheduled AM dose on day 2 =
Total cumulative dose administered day 1

Next dose
buprenorphine/naloxone
4/1 or 8/2 mg SL film X 1

Ensure the patient does not have activated opioid receptors.
This can precipitate withdrawal with buprenorphine administration.

Review MAT pathway for
methadone vs buprenorphine use

by clicking here

Does the patient have any of the following
contraindications to buprenorphine/naloxone?

During waiting period, begin discharge planning

Do you have a DEA number
-AND-

an X-waiver?

Bridge to outpatient treatment

YES,
Possess BOTH DEA license

-AND-
Possess an X-waiver

Bridge to outpatient treatment

NO,
Do not have DEA license

-OR-
Do not have an X-waiver

COWS PennChart Flowsheet

Buprenorphine/naloxone 2/0.5 mg
now and Q2h x 4 doses

Improved but still with withdrawal symptoms

Patient information for
administration of buprenorphine/naloxone film

Symptoms resolved

Patient reports recurrent symptoms

Dilated pupils and piloerection are objective signs of opioid withdrawal
and more reliable than restlessness, nausea, myalgias

Intranasal Narcan discharge prescription

Precipitated withdrawal risk
(e.g. recent fentanyl or methadone use)

Initial dose
buprenorphine/naloxone

8/2 mg sublingual (SL) film X1

During waiting period, begin discharge planning

Obtain pregnancy testing

Dilated pupils -or- diaphoresis -or- vomiting?
Precipitated withdrawal (PW) risk?

YES
PW risk

NO PW risk

Repeat COWS assessment
1 hr after initial dose

in patients at risk for PW

Worsened COWS scoreImproved COWS score

Buprenorphine (Belbuca) 450 mcg SL film x1

COWS ≥12

Buprenorphine/naloxone 2/0.5 mg
next in 6 hours and Q6h x4 doses

Repeat COWS assessment
1 hr after initial dose

Buprenorphine microdosing protocol
(see attachments)

Improved COWS score

Adjunct management for PW


