
 

 

 
 

 

 
METHALOAD: A DOSE-

FINDING STUDY OF 

METHADONE LOADING DOSE 

INITIATION FOR OPIOID USE 

DISORDER WITH FENTANYL 

USE  
 
   
 
 
 

A methadone 
initiation clinical trial 

for people using 
fentanyl 

 

ARE YOU STRUGGLING WITH 

FENTANYL USE? 
 

If you are struggling with illicit 

fentanyl use, a new clinical research 
study is available for you. 

 
The purpose of this study is to 

determine whether a new approach to 

starting methadone is more effective 
than the standard approach. In this 

new approach called a loading dose 

initiation, a greater starting dose of 
methadone is administered. By 

administering a greater initial dose of 

methadone, withdrawal symptoms 
may be reduced as therapeutic levels 

are reached faster. Another purpose 

of this study is to determine if 
participants continue opioid 

abstinence and medication treatment.  
 

Participants will be randomly 

assigned to the standard dose group 
or one of four methadone loading 

dose groups. They will receive 

methadone over a 2-night inpatient 
stay at HUP Cedar. We will measure 

withdrawal symptoms and follow up 

with patients 30 days later via phone 
call to see if patients continued 

methadone treatment. 
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What medications are being used? 

In this clinical research study, you will 
receive the standard initiation dose of 

methadone of 30-40 mg. Or a higher 

loading dose of either 60 mg, 80 mg or 
100 mg of methadone.  

Methadone is an FDA approved 
medication used to treat opioid use 

disorder. Throughout the duration of 

the study, you will be under a doctor’s 
care. 

How long will I be involved? 

The duration for one participant is 

approximately 32 days. This consists 
of a screening visit (or 2), two days of 

inpatient detox at HUP Cedar, and a 

phone call 30 days after you’ve 
completed the treatment. During the 

screening phase you are asked to come 

to the Treatment Research Center go 
through a consent process, medical 

and psychiatric screening. During the 
methadone initiation phase, you are 

asked to stay at HUP Cedar for two 

days. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Will I have to pay for my 
participation? 

NO! 
There is no charge for medical care, 
methadone, or laboratory services you 

will receive in this study. Other 

diagnostic or treatment services that you 
may decide to seek outside of the 

research study will not be covered by the 
research study or the University of 

Pennsylvania.  

Will I receive compensation? 

YES! 
You will be compensated for each visit 

that you attend and complete. 
Maximum compensation for 
completing the study is $335. 

Is the program confidential? 

YES! 
All the information that you provide in 

this study will be kept confidential. 
 

Who can participate? 

• People who are 18 or older  

• Use fentanyl illicitly  

• Interested in starting methadone 

• Are NOT pregnant. 

• And are deemed eligible after 
completing a screening process to 

assess your physical and mental 

health. 

What are my responsibilities? 

You are expected to show up for your 
appointments on time. If you are unable to 

attend an appointment you should let us 

know. You are also expected to inform us 
if you are taking any new medications or 

are experiencing any side effects. You are 

free at any time to discontinue your 
participation in the study, without 

jeopardizing current/further treatment. 
 
 
 

 

Call 215-573-0943 to learn more! 
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